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TAXONOMICAL ANO NO;V1ENCLATURAL NOTES 

ON SOME CANA RI AN GOLEOPTERA 

by 

GUNNAH ISRAELSON 

Resumen 

Homalota canariensis Wollaston se compara con Atheta peyerimhoffi 
Scheerpeltz y se transfiere a Atheta. Tarphius erosus Wollaston es consi 
derado como una especie válida . 

Enicmus opacipennis Woll aston, Liparthrum degener Har. Lindberg, Co
leobothrus jandiacus Enderlein and Aphanartum gonioma Enderlein han re su! 
tado ser sinónimos de Enicmus testaceus Stephens, Liparthrum nigrescens 
Wollaston, Coleobothrus alluaudi (Peyerimhoffl and Aphanarthrum mairei Pe
yerimhoff, respectivamente . 

Se designa lectotipo para la especie Liparthrum nigrescens. 
Se describen los siguientes nuevos taxa: Peltinus intermedius n. sp., 

Xenoscelis lauricola n. sp., Cis sagittiferus n . sp . , Sphaericus rotundi 
collis n. sp . , Nesotes sabulicola n. sp., Calomicrus bispiniger longicor
nis n. ssp., Psyll iodes angusticeps n . sp . , Si tona brachypterus n·. sp., 
Pselactus folwacznyi n. sp . y Hesperorhynchus dentipes n . sp. 

Abstract 

Homalota canariensis Wollaston is compare s with Atheta peyerimhoffi 
Scheerpeltz and is transferred to Atheta . Tarphius erosus Wollaston is 
shown to be a proper species. 

Enicmus opacipennis Wollaston, Liparthrum degener Har . Lindberg., Co 
leobothrus jandiacus Enderlein and Aphanarthrum goniomma Enderlein are pro
ved to be synonyms of Enicmus testaceus Stephens, Liparthrum nigrescens Wo
llaston, Coleobothrus alluaudi (Peyerimhoff) and Aphanarthrum mairei Peye
rimhoff, respectively . 

A· lectotype is designated for Liparthrum nigrescens . 
The following new taxa are described: Peltinus intermedius n . sp., Xe 

noscelis lauricola n . sp . , Cis sagittiferus n . sp., Sphaericus rotundico
llis n . sp . , Nesotes sabulicola n. sp., Calomicrus bispiniger longicornis 
n. ssp., Psylliodes angusticeps n . sp., Sitona brachypterus n . sp . , Pselac
tus folwacznyi n . sp. and Hesperorhynchus dentipes n. sp. 
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Fam. Orthoperidae 

Peltinus intermedius n. sp . (Figs 1- 3) 

Type area: Canary Is., Fuerteventura . 

Type material: Holotype male, with label: ~ns. Can. Fuerteventura. Jandia 

Gran Valle 19- 23.2.1974 5321 G. Israelson' and with my holotype and deter

mination label: in my collection.- Paratypes (labelled as such, collected 

by me and in my collection) : 21 specimens, same collecting data as holoty

pe; 4 pecimens, Mte . Muda, 1.7 . 1971 . 

Description. Body 0.75- 0.95 x 0.6-0.7 mm, slightly ovate, more narrowly ro

unded in front that behind (fig . 1), strongly convex aboye, less so beneath; 

dark bromn or black, shining; appendages yellow; upperside very finely and 

sparsely pundtate , head excepted, not mi croreticulated; with insignificant 

pubescence of veru fine and short hairs; underside microreticulated exept 

for central and posterior part of metasternum . Antennac (fig 3) lY, x as 

long hS breadth of head : segment V l Y, x as long as IV and segment VI lY, x 

as long as VII. 

Prothorax 1 .3 x as broad as long (dorsal view, fore and hind margin on a 

level witn each other); hind corner only very slightly obtuse-angled (pro

file). Alae missing. 

Penis with apical portion strongly curved and pointed, with a marked sub

apical constriction both dorsally and ventrally (fig 2) . 

Discussion. In respect if penial form intermedius is about intermediate bet 

ween matthewsii Teitter and peyerimhoffi Paulian (see PAULIAN, 1950), figs 

9 1 and 9 j), perhaps also in respect of prothorax. From both species the 

new one differs by slightly larger size, by absence of hind wings and by 

antennal segment V being less than twice as long as IV; segment VI is much 

larger than VII . 

Ecology. Found by sifting small heaps of dry g oa~-droppings and by brushing 

Euphorbia regis-jubae. 
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Fam. Staphylinidae 

Atheta (Microdota) canariensis (Wol1aston) n. comb o (Figs 7-11) 

-Homalota canariensis Wollaston 1862 : 184 , pI . 7 fig. 8 

In Fauvel's Staphylinid Catalogue al1 the old Canarian Homalota are 

referred to other genera , with one exception : ~ . canariensis . About that 

species he states: '~'ai v6rifi6 les tarses de cette esp~ce qui ont 4,4 , 5 

articles" (FAUVEL, 1897 : 350) . Ever since the species has been interpreted 

as a Homalota. 

In fact the tarsal formula is always distinctly 4,5,5, and consequen

tly the species must be transferred to Callicerini, more particularly to 

Atheta in the sense of LOHSE (1971 : 75). The c losest relati ve of canarien

sis is no doubt the Maroccan peyerimhoffi Scheerpeltz (repentina Peyerim

hoff) which regarding ecology appears to be an exact analogue, both speci 

es being restricted to putrid stems of succulent Euphorbia . 

Morphological .characters in common to canariensis and peyerimhoffi 

are : body parallel-side; colour variegated, head browm to black, antennae 

reddish brown with yellow base, abdomen yellow with at least subterminal 

segments infuscated; upper side with microreticulation and inconspicuous 

punctuat ion; c lypeus not excised; temple carinated;. antennae short and 

strong with segment IV transverse and segments V- X about twice as wide as 

long; pronotal pubescence consisting of not very dense, rigid hairs direc -

ted forward at midline and outwards at sides and protruding at lateral mar

gins ; punctuation of abdominal tergites III-VII uniformly very scattered; 

tergite 11 with one pair of macrochaetae and tergites III - VI with anterior 

row of macrochaetae; male tergite VIII barely visible emarginate and fine 

ly and irregularly crenulated behind (figs 7 and 12, respectively); female 

tergite VIII behind with a shal10w excision at middle; male sternite VI 

rounded . 

The species can be separate as fo l lows: 

canariensis: Averagely longer, 2-2 . 5 mm, and broader . Forebody , head exceE 

ted, brownish yel1ow, elytral sides sometimes infuscated. Only subapical ab 
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dominal segments infuscated. Head with depression between eyes . Lateral pr~ 

thotacic sides slightly concave behind. Elytral suture (from scutellar apex) 

as long as prothorax. Elytra more strongly punctuate than pronoturn. Elytral 

pubescence strictly transverse . Female sternite VI with a deep triangular 

Penis as in figs 8 y 9. Parameres as in Fig 10; apical setae of terminal 

segment short Spermatheca as in fig. 11. 

peyerirnhoffi: Averagely shorter 1.5-2 mm, narrower. Pronotal disc and scu

tellar elytral region (scutellurn included) infuscated. Abdomen extensively 

dark but segments II-IV usually light frons slightly convex o Lateral pro

thoracic sides about uniformly slightly convexo Elytral suture slightly 

shorter than prothorax. Elytra as strongly punctuate as pronotum. Elytral 

pubescence obliquely transverse. Female sterni.te VI broadly rounded 'with 

no excision behind penis as in figs 13 and 14. Pararneres as · in fig. 15; 

apical setae of terminal segment longer. Spermatheca as infig. 16. 

PEYERIMHOFF (1923) assigned his new species to subgenus Hilara: Hila

ra in the sense of Mulsant and Rey, recently substituted by LOHNSE (1971) 

for Neohilara, is out of the question however. SCHEERPELTZ (1934) listed 

peyerimhoffi as a Microdota.In fact, both species fit LOHSE's concept of 

the latter subgenus, 

Using the keys of YOSII & SAWADA (1976) one is brought to their "Noto

thecta group" (which does not include Microdota) because of the chaetotaxy. 

Fam. Erotylidae 

Xenoscelis lauricola n. sp. \Fig. 17) 

Type area: Canary Is., La Palma. 

Type material: Holotype male, labelled "Ins. Canr. La Palma Roque del Fa

ro, 11-17.6.1966 935 G. Israelson" and with my holotype and determination 

label. In my collection. Paratype male (labelled as such and in my collec-

tion): sarne collecting data. 

Description. Body 3.4 x 1.1 mm. Very similar to ~. deplanata Wollaston but 

differing in the following respects. Slightly smaller on average, somewhat 
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darker, reddish brown. Prothorax more transverse 1.2 x as broad as long; a~ 

terior corners more broadly and distinctly rounded off. Elytra shorter, ha~ 

dly twice as long as broad; their striae more conspicuos l y punctured. Male 

with no serrations along inner edge of metatibiae. Aedeagal struts relati

vely l onger, 1.9 x as long as penis. Penial profile obliquely flattened 

apically; sclerites mi ssing (fig . 17). (In deplanata penis with a narrow 

internal sclerite and with apical profile somewhat convex, as in fig 18). 

Female unknown. 

Discussion. Some differences from the second ' Canarian species were pointed 

aut aboye. It can be added that l auricola is certainly distinguished from 

the Continental representative of the genus: ~. costipennis Fairmaire . I 

have not examined the last-named species but according to GANGLBAUER's 

(1899: 650) description the males of costipennis have both pro- and meta

tibiae distinctly crenulated at the inside. 

Fam. Lathridiidae 

Enicmus testaceus Stephens (Figs. 27, 28) 

-Lathridius testaceus Stephens, 1830 

-Lathridius opacipennis Wollaston 1864 : 151, ~. syn. 

The type spec i menof ~. opacipennis (type locality: Tenerife. Agua 

García) was recently examined by T. Pa l m who found it to be an Enicmus 

(pers. comm.). 

I have compared the Canarian opacipennis with the North European tes

taceus and found no differences. The species is very characteristic and 

easily identified by the aid of the usual determinative works. A descrip

tion is therefore unnecessary here. The hind margin of the male tergite VII 

and the penial apex are however illustrated (figs 28 and 27 , respectively) 

because FRANZ's figures of testaceus (1974,figs la, lb) are rather diffe

rent and were probably made from some other species. On t he other hand his 
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fig. 5b of the mentioned tergite in opacipennis with the median portion of 

the posterior margin being s1ight1y protruding is typica1 of testaceus . 

FRANZ ' s fig . 5a of the apica1 portion of the penis of the saroe species ho-

wever was no doubt drawn from a destroyed organ and is inrecognizab1e. In 

rea1ity it is near1y recti1inear1y pointed. 

Faro . Co1yiidae 

Tarphius ero sus Wo11aston (Figs. 23, 26) 

-Tarphius erosus Wo11aston, 1862 : 384, pI. 19 fig . 4; 1864 : 125. 

-Tarphius canapiensis Wollaston ab. erosus, Wollaston 1865 : 136; Uyttenbo-

gaart 1937: 228 . 

-Tarphius canariensis Wo11aston varo erosus, ?Franz 1967: 81, fig. 23; nec 

Uyttenboogaart 1930 : 228 . 

Though very c1ose1y related to T. canariensis, T. erosus shou1d be re

garded as a proper species because it occurs together with the former spe

cies. This conclusion was drawn in the original description already. The 

trouble was that erosus was soon found to be connected wi th the "ordinary" 

type by intermediate gradations. It was fina11y supressed as a species by 

the author himself and reduced to a simple aberration (WOLLASTON, 1865) . A 

similar attitude was taken up by all later authors. 

T. canariensis is believed to be a very variable species, an opini on 

ref1ecting the fact that it consists of various local races more or 1ess 

easily separated. The intr'aracial variat ion in probably not r emarkably lar
ge. In the Teno area (Western Tenerife) the species is represented by c. 

postcostatus Uyttenboogaart. My material from the Anaga area (Eastern Tene

rife) is modest but differs from the Teno population; its relation to ano-

ther species, simplex Wo11aston seem to be somewhat unclear however (see 

al so Uyttenboogaart 1937 : 87) . 

T. ero sus differs from canariensis genera11y by its elytral vestiture 

which typically consists if relatively pa1e, broad and apica11y broad1y 

rounded setae surrounded basa11y by extre1y short hairs which are hard1y 
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visible at 40 diameters (fig . 26) . The populations of canariensis have 

darker (Gran Canaria forms excepted), narrower and acuminate setae and 

the basal hairs though very fine are sufficiently long to be clearly visi 

ble in the binocular at the magnification mentioned fig. 25) . 

The elitral nodules are well marked but rather short in erosus and 

the posterior nodule of interstria 111 is not or hardly as long as the 

anterior one. In~ . postcostatus the posterior nodule is conspicuously Ion 

ger (hence the subspecific name). On average the pronotum is narrower and 

the elytra are shorter in erosus. Besides the prothoracic sides are more 

strongly and more abruptly excised posteriorly. 

From the Anaga canariensis ~ is easily distinguished by its bro

ader prothorax (1 .6-1 . 7 x as broad as long) with much deeper excision. The 

distinguishing characters of the aedeagus are fairly subtle. The inner sub

terminal margen of the parameres is more distinctly concave in erosus (fig. 

23) than in c. postcostatus (fig. 24) . The basal piece is narrower in the 

former and the flagel l um (omitted in the figures) seems to be relatively 

somewhat shorter than in the latter. 

T. ero sus was found together with canariensis both in Teno. and Anaga 

without any tendency to racial diversification but it is unknown outside 

Tenerife. 

Fam. Ciidae 

Cis (Orthocis) sagittiferus n . sp. (Figs. 4-6) 

Type area: Canary Is . , La Palma . 

Type material: Holotype male labelled : "Ins. Canar. La Palma, Bco. del Agua 

19 . 6.1966 1030 G. Israelson" and with my ho.lotype and determination label, 

in my collection . Paratypes with my paratype and determination label: 7.00 

699 , same collecting data, in my col lec tion; 1 specimen, Bcol de la Galga, 

27.4.1972, Th . Palm leg o et . coll.; ~ , same locality, 27.10.1977, G. Is

raelson lego et coll. 
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Description. Body 2.0-2.5 x 0.7-0.8 mm. not very convex, upper side yellow 

with brown fasciae (fig. 5) of varying extension, sometimes more or , less 

dissolved into partches; vertex brown, pronotum typically with three longi

tudinal stripes; elytral sides with an elongate patch being connected via 

an intermediate subquadrangular patch with a subtriangular sutural one be

hind middle; sterna usually more or less extensively brown; appendages ye

llow, antennal club brown. Punctuation of upper side dense, uniform and 

distinct on fore body, less dense and slightly coarser on elytra. Microre

ticulation indistinct on upper side but distinct beneath. Setae yellowish, 

about 15 pro in length, broadest at pronotum. 

Head and pronotum in both sexes without tubercles and horns. Vertex 

flato Antennae 10 segmented; segment 111 1.4 x as long as IV. Pronotum (fig 

4) about 1.15 x as wide as long, widest at middle, not much produced ante

riorly; lateral borders weakly rounded with a short fringe of setae, narrow 

ly margined; border visible [rom aboye also in front. Pattern of vestiture 

characteristic. Elytra 1.65-1.8 x as long as broad, 1.8-1.95 x as long as 

prothorax, and 1.45-1.55 x as broad as greatest body depth; sides slightl 

convex; punctuation single and confused. Alae well developed. Juxtasutural 

elytral margin not distinctly inflexed near apex. 

Outer apical angle of protibia narrowly rounded. Intercoxal process 

of prosternum 0.3 x as wide as procoxal cavity, slightly shorter than pros-

ternum in front of coxa. 

Male. Abdominal sternite 111 with a. median, oval, non margined, pubes

cent fovea being about one fouth as long as sternite (process included) and 

located about equally closely to apex of process as to posterior suture. Ae 

deagus as in fig. 6. 

Discussion. The new species is strangely reminiscent at a cursory glance of 

an Aphanarthrum (Scolytidae). Th i s and the Madeiran C. wollastoni Mellie 

are unique among the palearctic Ciidae in being conspicuosly bicolourous : 

the colour patterns are rather similar. The Madeiran species is however 

larger and has its vestiture extremely short. 

Ecol ogy . A couple of specimens was found on Auricularia auricula-judae 
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(kind1y determinated by J.A. Nannfe1dt) which was growing on a decaying 

trunk in the laurel foresto Since the fruitbodies showed signs of being 

attacked, they were brought home and after sorne weeks severa1 adults emer

ged. Scattered specimens have been found on dead branches or among 1eaf-

1itter on the ground. 

Faro . Ptinidae 

Sphaericus rotundicollis n. sp. (Figs. 29, 30) 

Type area: Canary Is., Lanzarote. 

Type material: Holotype ma1e, labelled "Ins. Canar. Bco. de la Pocela, 24-

26 .12. 1971 3517 G. Israe1son" and with my ho10type and determination labe1 ; 

in my co11ection . Paratypes (so labe11ed and in my co11ection); 3 specimens 

same collecting data; 2 specimens, Risco de Famara, 4.1.1972; 2 specimens, 

ibid., 23 . 2.1973 . 

Description. Body 1.05-1.6 x 0.65-1.0 mm. Head, mouthparts excepted, and 

pronotum reddish brown; mouthparts and e1ytra b1ackish. Pronotum densely 

covered by suboval, whitish sca1es and sparse1y with suberected, y e110wish 

setae. E1ytra1 interstriae with scattered white setae somewhat more densely 

near base, and behind midd1e forming a very fragmentaru transverse fascia. 

Antennae and 1egs uniform1y yel10wish red. 

Eyes subtriangu1ar, protruding. Antennae not very robust, about as long 

as e1ytra1 breadth, slightly 10nger in male; segment 11 about 1,3 x as long 

as broad. 

Pronotum nearly circular, with no distinct median furrow and no cons

triction before base. 

E1ytra subcircular, 1.2-1.25 x as long as broad. Disc f1attened with 

sutura1 area very slight1y depressed. Each e1ytron with 10 distinct1y punc

tuate but hard1y depressed striae . Interstriae appearing slight1y broader 

than diameter of strial punctures. 

Aedeagus as in figs . 29 and 30. Penis reaching about as far as parame-
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res, about 2.4 x as long as antennal segment 111. Parameres weakly sclero-

tified in outer half. 

Discussion. Among Sphaericus with distinctly striate elytra this can be se

parated from all other Canarian species by its fairly evenly rounded protho-

racical sides witn ho marked constriction before base and with no median 

parting of its vestiture. So far it should be similar to the Madeiran daw-

soni Wollaston but the latter species is stated to have the greatest width 

of its elytra before the middle, the postmedial fascia well developed and 

i ts antennae very robusto 

Ecology. All specimens were captured among dead leaves and twigs under 

shrubs of Euphorbia balsamifer~ and ~.regis-jubae. 

Fam. Tenebrionidae 

Nesotes sabulicola n. sp. (Fig. 22) 

Type area: Canary Is., Lanzarote. 

Type material: Holotype male labelled "Ins. Canar. Lanzarote. La Caleta 

27-28.12.1971 3659 G. Israelson" and with my holotype and determination la-

bel, in my collection. Paratypes, so labelled, collected by me and in my 

collection: 4 ód, 799 , same collecting data. 

Description. Body (fig. 22) 6.0-9.5 x 2 .5-4.2 mm. slightly ovate, convex, 

uniformly brownish yellow, delicately mi croreticulate, not very shining, 

practically glabrous but prothoracic and elytral margins with a thin frin

ge of very fine and fugitive hairs at mo st equalling antennal segment IT 

in length. 

Head, except anteriorly, coarsely and densely but not rugosely punctu~ 

te. Antennae 2.75-3.0 (males) or 1.75-1.90 (females) x as long as breadth 

of head, very slender; all segments, except segment 11, distinctly longer 

than broad in both sexes. 

Pronotum 1.25-1.40 x as broad as long; anterior margin nearly straight; 

lateral sides typically uniformly co nvex , sometimes straightened toward 

ends, occasionally faintly concave near corners; not explanate corners - -
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slightly obtuse-angled; all sides very finely rebordered. Punctuation like 

that on head but mostly finer and appearing more scattered . 

Elytra about 1.2 (males) or 1.3 (females) x as broad as prothorax, 

suhoval, inrlistinctly rebordered; margin not explanate. Striae practically 

only indicated by series of very lightly impressed pundtures tending to be 

obsolete posteriorly; interstriae flat, very finely punctured. Epipleura 

not very broad anteriorly, somewhat indistinctly limitd outwards . 

Legs long and slender .. Mesotibiae with rather long and dense pubescen-

ce . Metatibiae conspicuously curved inward . 

Apical part of aedeagus about 0 . 3 x as long as aedeagus itself. 

DiscussiGn. Distinguished from the other Canarian members of the genus by 

the pale colour of its body, reminiscent of that of Xanthomus . This inte

resting species shows sorne similarity to N. picescens Wollaston and might 

have be en derived from that by adaptation to its particular environment. 

Still the two species are amply different . Characters by which sabulicola 

can be separated are: pale and dull colour, weaker punctuation, in place s 

more developed vestiture, more elongate and averagely larger body, rela

tively longer and broader elytra with no distinctly impressed striae, slen

derer and longer antennae and legs, relatively long apical portion of the 

aedeagus, etc. 

Ecology . All specimens of sabulicola were captured in a dune area under 

stones or, more frequently, buried among roots in the sand. In the vici -

nity picescens was abundant but the dune area was strictly avoided . 

Fam. Chrysomelidae 

Calomicrus bispiniger Israelson longicornis n. ssp. (Figs. 19, 20) 

Type area: Canary Is . , Gomera. 

Type material: Holotype male labelled: "Ins. Canar . Gomera W San Sebastián 

30.3 . 1978 6760 G. Israelson" and with my holotype and determination label, 

in my collection. Paratypes, so labelled, collected by me and in my collec

tion : ki same locality, 3.7.1970; 138 specimens, same collecting data as 

holotype. 
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Description. Body 4.4- 5.9 x 1.7- 2.75 mm . Differing from the nominate form, 

Luperus (Calomicrus) bispiniger Israelson (1969), by significantly longer 

antennae : in the male 0 . 90-0.95, in the female 0.83- 0.86 x as long as the 

body. The corresponding figures for the nominate form were found to be 0.80 

-0 . 83 (males) and 0 . 72-0 . 77 (females). 

The outline of the penis (fig . 19) shows no essential differences in 

the two race~ but in the terminal part of the internal penial sac four or 

five of the spines are conspicuously enlarged in~ . longicornis (fig . 20). 

In~. bispinigc~ thereare on1W two enlarged spines (fig . 21). 

Ecology. The short original series of ~. bispiniger was swept from the ve

getation withu~t further specification. A more extensive series was later 

found living on the foliage of Rumex lunaria L. 

The present series of b . longicornis was captured from the same host 

plant o 

Psylliodes angusticeps n. sp . (Figs . 39, 41, 42) 

Type area: Canary Is . 

Type material: Holotype female, labelled "Canary Is. Gomera . Chorros de Ep~ 

na 27.3 . 1979 6820 G. Israelson" and with my holotype and determination la

bel . Paratypes, so labelled, collected by me and run my collection: 1 9 , 

same collecting data; 19 , Tenerife, Las Mercedes, 15.7.1972 . 

Description. Body 2.7-3.15 x 1.45- 1.75 mm, elliptic, yellow, (after desic

cation often brownish yellow); sutural elytral region, vertex, hind prono

tal margin, sterna, abdominal sternites more or les s extensively brown; ap

pendages yellow excepting antennal segments III - X and distal portion of me

tafemora being infuscated. Very finely punctuate and delicately microreti

culated . 

Head narrow, about 0.55 x as broad as prothorax. Frontal lines indis

tinct; nodules flat, inconspicuous, not separate by a cavity, not interrup

ting eye furrow . Antennae not very long, 2 . 15 x as long as prothoracic widt 

in the male, somewhat shorter in the female. Prothorax leaving head visible 

from aboye, lY, x as broad as long. 
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Elytra obovate, largest breadth at about 2/ 7 from base; humeral callus 

poorly developed. Striae finely punctured : discal interstriae much broader 

than diameter of strial punctures. Brachypterous, alae about 0.1 x as long 

as elytra. 

Metatibiae slender, not very strongly curved; tarsu.s inserted at sI ig~ 

tly less than 3/ 4 from base. Segment 1 of pro- and mesotarsi slightly en

larged in the maleo Penis as in figs. 41 and 42, with no distinct internal 

sclerite. Spermatheca as in fig. 39; enlarged portion of sperm duct simple 

with no extra loop. 

Discussion. Most of the Canarian species of the genus are more 01' less 

pronouncedly metallic. The only Psylliodes which might be confounded with 

the new spe9ies therefore seems to be vehemens normandi Heikertinger. But 

the latter differs in several characters : Colour normally about uniformly 

pale; exceptionally elytral suture more 01' less extensively dark but in 

that case pronotum usually with a brown central spot. Punctuation much more 

deeply im~ressed; elytral intertriae little broader than the diameter of 

strial punctures. Head broader with longer antennae . Prothorax less stron

gly transverse. Humeral callus well developed. Penial apex slightly more 

drawn out and internal sac with a rather conspicouos aggregation of fine 

spines, in repose visible between apex and middle (Figs. 43, 44) . Enlarged 

portion of sperm duct with an extra loop as in fig . 40. 

Possibly angustifrons is related to the Mediterranean circumdata Red

tenbacher but it is certainly not identical with that species. Ecology unk

nown. The types were swept 01' brushed from the vegetation in degraded lau

rel forests. 

Fam . Curculionidae 

Si tona brachypterus n . sp. (Figs. 31-37) 

Type area: Canary Is., Lanzarote. 

Type material. Holotype male labelled "Ins. Canal'. Lanzarote pr Haria 25.2. 

1973 4903 G. Israelson" and with ny holotype and determination label in my 
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collection : 3 spe~imens, same collecting data; 8 specimens, Cumbre de Fama

ra, 29.12 . 1971: 1 specimen, Bco. de la Pocela, 26 . 12 . 1971; 3 specimens, be -

llow Risco de Famara, 23.2 . 1973 . 

Description. Body 3.6-4.7 x 1.4- 1 . 95 mm. Upper side densely covered by iri

discent, greenish, golden or coppery, oval, closely striate scales (fig. 36) 

and, mostly more sparsely, by equally coloured, fusiform, only s l ightly 

longer, depressed setae (fig . 35) hardly visible in profile except at decli-

vity. Prothorax with a whitish meclBn strip and often with a yellow or brown 

lateral strip prolonged on head and along elytral margin and subapically di

lated toward suture . Interstriae, mainly uneven ones, with more or less con~ 

picuos dark patches . Interstria V terminated by a light patch passing into 

a dark one marking the ends of interstriae IV and VI. All interstriae nor

mally with two, occasionally with three, series of setae . Antennae and legs 

reddish . Underside covered by light scales being more elongate than those 

of elytra and except for hind part of head and prosternum intermingled with 

fine hairs. 

Head (see fig. 31) hard1y as wide as anterior prothoracic margin o Tem

ples slightly diverging. Rostrum parallel - side , nearly flat al so in profile 

in front with a small median keel and behind that with a narrow furrow rea -

ching vertex. Surface with dense punctures of varying size, largely conflu

ent longitudinally. Eye oval, moderately protruding, with two or three l ong 

hairs along upper margin; facets not very small. Antennae distinctly longer 

than pronotal width. Scape somewhat abruptly expanded and in maximum reaching 

more than three times the breadth near insetion. Second funicular segment 

twice as long as wide; sixth segment hardly transverse. 

Prothorax (see fig. 31) 1.1- 1.2 x as broad as long, broadest at middle , 

somewhat constric~ed behind anterior margin, laterally ab lut uniformly con

vex. Puntures shallow, very dense, angular, of somewhat varying size, lar

gest ones about as large as those of anterior part of elytral striae. Proco 

xae inserted at about equal distance from the two prothoracic ends , their 

anterior margin some distance f r om prosternal lineo Procoxal cavities about 
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half as long as prosternum. Scutellum small, clothed with light scales poi~ 

ting backwards. 

Elytra firmly united with concave base, rounded shoulders and very po

orly developed humeral callus; sides convex; largest width a little behind 

middle; apex broadly rounded. Striae fine, densely punctured. Interstriae 

flato Declivity simple with no callus and no tuft . Alae strongly reduced: " 

little more than half as long as elyt ra and little broader than antennal 

scape. 

All femora about equally broad. 

Penis as in figs . 32 and 33 . Anteriormost part (in repose) of internal 

armature as in fig. 34. Spermatheca as in fig. 37 . 

Discussion . Sorne features indicate that brachypterus is to be placed in the 

Ciliati group, perhaps in the vicinity of maroccanus Stierlin, unknown to 

me, but it is certainly distinguised specifically from that species . 

From the other Canarian species of the genus brachypterus differs by 

its strong brachptery a feature being reflected in rounded shourlders with 

no humeral callus and in its firmly uni ted elytra . Two other Canarian spe

cies are also brachypterous: laticollis Wollaston and palmensis Har. Lind

berg but not so pronouncedly : the al ae are much broader, the elytra not fir 

nly united, and a humeral callus is discernible though reduced . The two 

last- named species are also much larger the body length being 6-8 mm . 

Ecology . One specimen excepted, which was found under a stone, all the ma

ter ia l was obta i ned in sifting debris under various plants: Euphorbia bal

samifera Ai t ., Aeonium sp., Lotus sp. at altitudes of 100-650 m. 

Pselactus folwacznyi n . sp. (Fig. 38) 

Type area: Canary Is ., Gomera. 

Type material : Holotype male labelled "Ins. Canar. Gomera. Bosque del Ce

dro, 1000 m, 2.7.1970 2626 G. Israelson" and with my holotype and determi 

nati on labe1, in my collection . Paratypes, so labelled, collec t ed by me and 
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in my collection : 15ÓÓ, 15 99 , same data as holotype; 2ÓÓ , 19 , between 

Los Acebiños and Meriga , 8.7 . 1970. 

Description. Body 3- 3.7 x 1.25-1.6 mm, brown to black; femora and tibiae 

reddish brown; tarsi and antenna yeilowish brown. vestiture insignificant, 

of scattered very short hairs . 

Head finely pundtured, microreticulate. Rostrum of the female mu ch 

shorter than pronotum, with fine punctures largely arranged into longitu-

dinal rows, that of the male still shorter , a little broader, with coarser 

punctures tending to be confluent longitudinally. 

Pronotum hardly broader than long, s lightly broader behind than in 

front, laterally about uniformly convex; hind corners comp1etely rounded 

off; punctuation rather coarse, near front margin finer. Interstices usua-

11y strongly and uniformly microreticu1ate. 

Scute11um very small but distinct. 

Elytra oval; striae deeply impressed and coarse ly and densely punctu-

red; interstriae convex, narrow with an irregular row of very ~mall punct~ 

res, frequently with transverse1y slightly impressed lines causing a slig~ 

tly wrink1ed appearance. Apterous. 

Tarsal segment 111 enlarged and about twice as broad as 11, bilobate. 

Penis as in fig . 38 (struts omitted), strongly asymmetri c ; apical po~ 

tion moderately drawn out, slightly S-shaped, and with a rather broad apex. 

Inner sc1erites protruding and visible . 

Discussion . ~. folwacznyi is evident1y the Gomera form of Wo11 aston's ph1o-

eophagus 1aurineus . This form was not refound in the museums by Fo1waczny 

(1971:158) but was predicted by him to be a parti cular species or race . The 

prediction is now confirmed . 

Compared with the related Canarian forms with a distinct scute11um and 

with the tarsa1 segment 111 bi10bate fo1wacznyi is s1ight1y 1arger on aver~ 

ge. From laurineus (Wo11aston) it is separated by finer punctuation, micro-

reticu1ate pronotum, and more asymmetric, more e1ongate, and s1ightly S -sh~ 

ped apica1 portion of penis with more distinct1y protruding sc1erites. From 

affinis Wo11aston, capitu1atus Wo11aston, and proximus Wo11aston it differs 
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on the contrary , by the apical penial portion being less prolonged and less 

slender, from affnis moreover by coarser and mor coarsely punctured elytral 

striae, from capitulatus and proximus by less narrowly oval and more coar-

sely scu l ptured elytra. 

Ecology. Found in decaying wood of laurel stumps, in hollow trunks and un-

der bark . 

Hesperorhynchus dentipes n. sp. 

Type area : Canary Is . , La Palma . 

Type specimen. Holotype female labelled "Ins . Canr . La Palma. Cueva de la 

Zarza 22.6 . 1965 604 G. Israelson" and with my holotype and determination 

label . 

Description. Body 3.7 x 2 . 0 mm. Head and pronotum black; anterior pronotal 

margin and elytra brown . Scutellum and appendages yellowish-brown . vesti

ture only part ly obscuring tegument, on upper side consisting of white or 

yellow, subtriangular, depressed scales and of yellowish or brown linear 

setae l~kewise depressed, laterally and posteriorly less so. Uneven rai-

sed elytral interstriae 111 and V, to a lesser extent VII and I X with al

ternate tufts of brown setae and patches of whitish scales . Posterior ver-

tical sidc of apical callus densely covered by white scales . Also even in-

terstriae with a few whitish patches. 

Frons slightly depressed, very densely punctured; interstices reduced 

to narrow ridges . Rostrum somewhat shorter than head and prothorax combi -

ned, moderately curved, more markedly so at level of antennal insertions, 

slightly broader towards apex, coarsely punctured;interstices partly con-

fluent and, proximal of antennal insertion, forming narrow ridges, at ~i-

des finely microreticulate, distal of antennal insertion somewhat more 

brilliant . Antennae very slender, twice as long as prothorax; funicular 

segments 1 and 11 prolonged and of about equa l length, s egment 111 half 

as long, VI and VII abotit as broad as long; club somewhat more than 2);, x as 

long as broad . 
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Pronotum subtrapezoidal, 1 . 4 x as broad as long, with a constriction 

behind anterior margin, behind constriction very slightly convex, with a 

median fovea being deepest and broadest vefore posterior margin, and on 

each side armed with a marked tubercle. Punctuation like that on frons . 

Scutellum linear, more than three times as long as broad. 

Elytra hardly broader than long, laterally slightly convex and marked

ly narrowing backward to about 2/3 of maximum breadth; posteriorly about 

truncate; humeral and ~pical calluses well developed . Striae narrow, hardly 

as broad as interstria I, incospicuously and not very densely punctuate and 

with a series of very small scales . Uneven interstriae III - IX alevated, III 

and Valso considerably broader than the neighbouring interstriae. Alae 

with folded tips. 

Femora with a strong tooth more than half as long as femoral breadth 

and terminated by a tuft of erect setae . 

Male unknown. 

Discussion. From the other Canarian Hesperorhynchus so far known dentipes 

is easily separated by its considerably larger bulk already . In a series 

of 15 specimens of the former the body length did not exceed 2 . 75 mm . Fur

thermore the new species is distinguished by the very - long scutellum and 

by the much more strongly developed apica1 callus of its e1ytra . 

The Madeiran lineatotesselatus (Wollaston) is also a large species ac 

cording to the description (WOLLASTON, 1854 : 327) . I have not had the oppo~ 

tunity of examining that specles but it should be easily separated from 

dentipes by the absence of teeth on its femora . 

Ecology. Sifted from a damp Marchantia- carpet in a smal1 cave . Certainly 

living on sorne sma11 Crassulaceae like the other known~ecies . 

Fam. Sco1ytidae 

Liparthrum nigrescens Wollaston 

-Liparthrum nigrescens Wollaston, 1865% 246 and Appendix: 44; nec Schedl 

Lindberg & Lindberg 1959: 16; nec Schedl 1959: 38 . 
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-Liparthrum degener Har. Lindberg, 1953: 18: Schedl, Lindberg & Lindberg 

1959 : 38; Schedl 1959: 38; ~. syn. 

Type areas . Liparthrum nigrescens Wollaston: Canary Is .. Tenerife .

Liparthrum degener Har . Lindberg: Canary Is . 

Type material . Liparthrum nigrescens Wollaston: lectotype, here des ignated, 

labelled "Type" (in red circle): "Liparthrum nigrescens, Wollaston, type"; 

on the underside of the rectangle a handwritten "Cx": with my lectotype 

and determination label; in the British Museum (NH). London. 

-Liparthrum degener Har . Lindberg: holotype n Q 2624 in the Zoological Mu

seum of the University,Helsinki. 

The nigrescens lectotype is of somewhat unclear provenance . It might 

belong to the series obtained by the Messrs. Crotch (WOLLASTON, 1~65) but 

it is perhaps more likely that it is the specimen collected by the author 

on the Cumbre and interpreted by him as bituberculatum but specially mentio 

ned because it differed from the remainder of his collection of that spe

cies (WOLLASTON, 1864) . 

Liparthrum bituberculatum was described from Madeira but was later re

corded from Tenerife without indication of any difference from the Madeiran 

population (one specimen possibly excepted) . It was considered to be very 

similar to curtum Wollaston: "1 am far from satisfied that the bitubercula

tum is in reality more than a rather large and dark state of the latter" 

(curtum) (WOLLASTON, 1865). 

After examination of additional material from Tenerife however the au

thor suddenly changed his opinion : the Tenerife form was now found to be 

"extremely distinct from .!::. curtum" (1. c.) and was described as. a new spe

cies: nigrescens . The description of the latter fits Lindberg's degener ex

cellently. 

1 have examined the aboye mentioned types of both species and they are 

clearly conspecific . Obviously degener is a synonym of nigrescens . 

That specimens, perhaps excepting a single one, behind Wollaston's re 

cord of 1864 represented the real bituberculatum as a matter of fact. There 
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is a possibility that, when preparing his record of 1865, Wollaston had al 

ready disposed of the material just mentioned and was therefore unable to 

compare it with the new material obtained from the Crotch brothers and doub 

tless belonging to nigrescens . This would explain the confusion. 

Coleobothrus alluaudi (Peyerimhoffl 

-Aphanarthrum alluaudi Peyerimhoff, 1923: 52 

-Coleobothrus jandiacus Enderlein, 1929: 144, n . syn. 

- Coleobothrus alluaudi Menier 1973: 205 

Type areas. Aphanarthrum a11uaudi Peyerimhoff 

jandiacus Enderlein: Canary Is., Fuerteventura. 

SW Marocco . - Coleobothrus 

Type material: Aphanarthrum alluaudi Peyerinhoff : not examined.- coleobo-

thrus jandiacus Enderleih: paratype, female,pinned specimen with left ante 

rlor leg and both middle legs missing, labelled: "Fuerteventura, Jandia Geb. 

Gran Valle Euph . handiense 28.4 . 1928 G. Ender1ein", "cotype" . "Co1eobothr. 

jandiacus cotype Ender. 9 " "det. Dr. Enderlein 29", in the Instituto Espa

ñol de Entomología. Madrid. 

The Peyerimhoff types were not availab1e to me . Enderlein's co11ection 

is reported to have been destroyed during World War 11. It is unknown if mo 

re types are retained in addition to the Madrid one. 

C. alluaudi is well known to me from excursions ln Marocco. 1 have com 

pared vast series with the Madrid specimen of jandiacus and found no reason 

to doubt the identity of the two species. 

Aphanarthrum mairei Peyerimhoff 

-Aphanarthrum mairei Peyerimhoff, 1923: 53 

-Aphanarthrum goniomma Enderlein, 1929: 142. n . syn. 

Type areas: Aphanarthrum mairei Peyerimhoff: SW Marocco.- Aphanarthrum go

niomma Ender1ein: Canary Is . , Fuerteventura. 

Type material: Aphanarthrum mairei Peyerimhoff, not examined.- Aphanarthrum 
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goniornma Enderlein : paratype, female, pinned specimen, labelled "Fuerteven

tura S. Jandía Geb. S Gran Valle aus Euphorbia handiensís 214 G. Enderlein 

28 . 4 . 1928" . "Co-Type", "Aphanarthrum goniornma Enderl cotype", "Dr. Enderle

in det. 1929", in the Instituto Espaftol de Entomología, Madrid. 

What is stated above about the availability of the types also applies 

to this species which like the foregoing is well known to me from Marocco. 

In this case, however, 1 have found refound the Fuerteventura popula-

tion at the type locality. Another series was kindly placed at my disposal 

by A. Machado. The material, Endelein's cotype included, made it possible 

to compare both external and aedeagal characters of mairei with t hose of 

goniornma and to establish fully the identity . Therefore goniomma is a syno

nym of mairei . 

Coleobothrus alluaudi and Aphanarthrum mairei are both restricted to 

putrid stems of succulent species of Euphorbia for their deve lopment . 

It is somewhat curious that while botanists separate the Marroccan 

E. beaumeriana, ~. echinus and ~ . resinifera from the Canarian ~. handien

sis the two scolytids are apparently represented by identical populations 

in the areas mentioned. This may indicate that these scolytids are geneti

cally more stable, or that they were by their mode of living less exposed 

to external factors of selection or that they happened to colonize the Ca

naries later than the ancestors of E. handiensis. 

The Canaries possess one more and much more widely spread Euphorbia, 

the we11-known E. canariensis, which, seemingly offers similar conditions 

of living as the just mentioned species. The question may be raised if this 

also is attacked by the scolytids under discus sion . True as it is that 1 

have got a few specimens of ~. goniomma from ~. canariensis, though only at 

the type local ity of t he former . 1 have not be en able to establish that it 

can perform its life cycle in that host. 
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1'2. 

Figs.1-18. - 1-3: Peltinus intermedius n. sp. (Fuerteventura). 4- 6: Cis 
sagittiferus n . sp. (La Palma). 7-1 1: Atheta canariensis (Wo11a ston) Te
nerife). 12- 16 : ~. peyerimhoffi Scheerpe1tz (Marocco). 17: Xenosce1is 1au
rico1a n. sp . 18: ~. dep1anata Wo11aston (Tenerife). 
1-5: Body . 2, 8, 9, 13, 14, 17, 18: Penis . 3: Antenna. 4: Pronotum (dia
grarnmatic) . 6 : Aedeagus . 7, 12: Hind margin of ma1e tergite VIII . 10, 15: 
Paramere . 11, 16 : Spermatheca. 
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Figs 19-30.- 19, 20: Ca1omicrus~. longicornis n. ssp . (Gomera) . 21: f. 
~. bispineger Israe1son . 22 : Nesotes sabu1ico1a n . sp . (Lanzarote) . 23, 
26 : Tarphius erosus Wo1 1aston (Tenerife, Teno) . 24, 25: !. canariensis 
postcostatus Uyttenboogaart (Tenerife, Teno). 27, 28: Enicmus testaceus 
Stephens (Gomera). 29, 30: Sphaericus rotundico11is n . sp. (Lanzarote). 
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43 
41 

Figs . 31-44.- 31-37: Sitona brachypterus n. sp . (Lanzarote). 38 . Pse1ac 
tus folwacznyi n. sp . (Gomera) . 39,41,42: Psy1liodes angusticeps n.sp .. 
(Gomera). 40, 43, 44: ~ . vehemens normandi Heikertinger \Gomera). 
31 :' Forebody. 32, 33, 38, 41-44 : Penis. 34 : Pennia1 inner armature . 35: 
sca1e. 37, 39, 40: Spermatheca. 
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